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“The Fairgrounds”
from Wonder by R.J Palacio
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When we got to the fairgrounds, the sun was just starting
to set. It was about seven-thirty. The shadows were really long
on the grass, and the clouds were pink and orange. It looked
like someone had taken sidewalk chalk and smudged the colors
across the sky with their fingers. It’s not that [ haven’t seen nice
sunsets before in the city, because I have—slivers of sunsets
between buildings—but [ wasn’t used to seeing so much sky in
every direction. Out here in the fairgrounds, I could understand
why ancient people used to think the world was flat and the sky
was a dome that closed in on top of it. That’s what it looked like
from the fairgrounds, in the middle of this huge open field.
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